
Aug. 19
9 a.m., Curriculum Workshop, Room
K234 “Interdisciplinary Connections, the
Gateway for 21st Century Innovation”

10-11 a.m. Breakout Sessions:
Curriculum Chairs – Room K234;
Workforce Education Curriculum Chairs
Room B304

2-4 p.m., Core Curriculum
Implementation Kick-off
“Interdisciplinary Connections, the
Gateway for 21st Century Innovation”
Mountain View College, Rooms TBA

Aug. 20
10-11 a.m., Quality Matters Prep Course
with Marie Maness, Room T213

5:30-6:45 p.m., Adjunct Faculty
Colloquium program, EMGI

7 p.m., Division Meetings
Communications, Room B304
Math/Science, Room H125
Social Science and World Languages,   

Room K234

Aug. 22
9:30 a.m.-4 p.m., Registration

Don’t forget to take a moment to look

around the new buildings and facilities.

NEEDED:  Volunteer to be a guide and help

students navigate Bldg. X. Contact Monica
Taliaferro by calling ext. 4805 or at

monicat@dcccd.edu.
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This fall, Brookhaven College will be participating in an
exciting national survey research project, the Survey of
Entering Student Engagement, SENSE.  Administered within
the fourth and fifth weeks of the fall academic term, this
survey focuses on institutional practices and student
behaviors in the earliest weeks of college.  

Survey data will be collected, analyzed and reported
back to the college, further supporting our institution’s
efforts to understand the critical, early experience of
students and to improve practices in ways that will increase
student success in the first college year.  The project is part
of the Center for Community College Student Engagement,
CCCSE, and the Community College Leadership Program at the University of Texas at
Austin.

Research shows that student engagement is strongly related to student success in
community colleges.  Understanding students’ earliest experiences can help us enhance
student learning, retention and success. 

The survey will be administered in classes randomly selected by SENSE to ensure
a representative sample and to preserve the integrity of the survey results. Instructors
whose classes are selected for survey administration will receive specific information
from the appropriate administrator.

Brookhaven College is intent on being a leader in student success, and this survey
can assist us in improving course completion rates, as well as the rate of student
persistence to the completion of their educational goals.  

You may learn more about SENSE at www.enteringstudent.org, the project Web site. If
you have any questions about SENSE, please contact me or Mathewos Kassa, survey
administrator.  Mathewos will be working with instructors of the randomly selected
classes to help ensure the survey process runs smoothly.

Cordially, 
Richard

Increasing Student Success Through SENSE

Welcome to the new Valley View entrance at Brookhaven College!  Caught you by surprise, didn’t we?  We have had good
comments, bad comments and some comments we didn’t know how to classify. Facilities Services staff membershave been very
prompt in placing the signs we have requested. We have tweaked the intersection and signs to ensure the area is efficient and safe.
The biggest reminder is that this is no longer a four-way stop.  As Dr. McCrary said in one e-mail earlier this summer:  ‘Most of
us have driven to work over the years in auto pilot mode and now this area has changed.’  So, we are asking all faculty and staff
to please pay close attention to the signs that have been posted and be reminded that the incoming traffic in both northbound lanes
does not stop. Everyone else has to stop.  

Coming in from Valley View (South to North)
Northbound traffic coming in from Valley View Lane does not stop. It

proceeds North next to the Bldg. S parking lot and left and right on Windmill
Circle. 

From S-Lot to Valley View (North to South)
Southbound traffic must come to a complete stop. It proceeds out to

Valley View Lane. Southbound traffic turning left at Windmill Circle must
come to a stop for the northbound traffic coming in from Valley View.  

Coming from the East on Windmill Circle (East to West)
All vehicles must come to a complete stop and wait until the intersection

is clear to proceed straight ahead, turn left or turn right. Incoming traffic does
not stop. 

Coming from the West on Windmill Circle (West to East)
All vehicles must come to a complete stop and wait until the intersection is clear to proceed straight ahead, turn left or turn

right.  Incoming traffic does not stop.

From the Office of the Vice President of Business Services

A Grand New Entrance     By Mark Lopez, Lieutenant, Police

A D D I T I O N A L  C O N T E N T  O N L I N E !   
H a i l  a n d  F a r e w e l l ,  T h a n k  Yo u  N o t e s ,  

M e s q u i t e  S y m p h o n y  O r c h e s t r a  a n d  C - F B I S D  R a n k i n g s.  
There’s more to the story in the online edition of the Courtyard Chatter at www.BrookhavenCollege.edu/chatter.   

The Courtyard Chatter is published monthly with  important news about the college and our community.  

Mathematics Program Wins Retention Grant
The district’s Office of Student Retention recently approved a $20,000 award this summer that will help developmental math

students and faculty members at Brookhaven College.
My Math Lab, an online, interactive math instruction program, includes online textbooks, video lectures, homework exercises,

the ability to create quizzes and student performance monitoring. The program will be required in all courses taught by a full-time
DMAT professor this fall. In the spring, all courses, including those taught by adjunct professors, will use the program.

Read the rest in the June edition of the Chatter online. 

IT  ALL BEGINS HERE.



Courtyard Chatter     August 2009

A committee recently met to review
proposals for the use of Chancellor Wright
Lassiter’s allocation of $26,673 to Brookhaven
College’s operating budget.

The five projects selected to receive funding
included: two gas grills for student and employee
events, door mats installed at buildings' major
entrances, wall painting and welcome installation
in Building S, a memorial garden and a xeriscape learning garden.

Total cost for the projects is $24,534. 
Read more in the July edition of the Courtyard Chatter online.

With a little help from NASA, Brookhaven College
celebrated the anniversary of man’s first steps on the
moon. On July 20, 1969, Neil Armstrong and Buzz
Aldrin took the first human steps on the surface of the
moon. To celebrate the event, on July 22, Chaz Hafey,
physics and astronomy learning lab coordinator,
offered a presentation “40 Years Ago We First Set Foot
Upon the Moon.” Hafey had lunar rock samples on
hand for the presentation and also shared them with
students in the geology labs on July 20. 

Allocation Allows for Five Campus Projects

SACS Approval at Fifth Year 
As you may recall, we had to write our Fifth-Year Report and submit it to SACS during Fall 2008.  We have now received

word from SACS that the report has been received and no further reports are needed.  This means we “passed."  Thank you
for all of your fine work, and a special word of thanks goes to Thomas Anderson for the major work he accomplished that
helped us get our passing grade.  Another SACS milestone completed!  Congratulations to us! 
SPAR Re-named Student Life

Colleges around the nation use the name “Student Life” to encompass the type of activities of our former Student
Programs And Resources Office coordinates. By changing to Student Life, new students and those transferring from DCCCD
to four-year institutions will find a familiar name.  The new name is meant to help more students know that Student Life is
the office to come to for support and co-curricular activities. These activities help students become better-rounded, enjoy
college more and learn skills for life.  Though the name is changing, none of the functions or responsibilities of those
associated with the office will change. 
Trustee Recognized with Regional Award

The Association of Community College Trustees has named DCCCD Trustee Kitty Boyle winner of ACCT's 2009 Western
Region Trustee Leadership Award.  As the winner of the Western Region award, she will be recognized at ACCT's Annual
Congress in San Francisco in October.  As a regional winner, she will be eligible for the national award, which will be
announced at the annual Congress. The staff prepared the nomination on behalf of the Board of Trustees and kept Kitty "in
the dark" until the announcements. 

N
E

W
S

 
O

F
 
N

O
T

E

When the library doors open this semester, students are going to have a brand
new exciting experience connecting to our library’s resources.  The new catalog,
now known as Encore Library Search, features a new simplified, keyword-based
search box.  

Our library has many resources for students, but in the past, a regular search
in our catalog might not have picked up all the relevant resources available in our
library’s holdings. 

Powered by Encore, a next-generation discovery and delivery platform, our
catalog’s new simplified search box provides an interactive experience that
resembles online search engines.

Now on the results page, the center column provides links to materials our library holds based on the search inquiry, and the
number of links can be considerable. Given the large number of hits which can result, the search can be modified in many ways.
For example, in the left column, the results can be refined by means of subject, author, title, format of material, location of
collection or campus, language and publishing date.

But a search can be further focused with a new exciting feature: Tag Clouds, which appear on the right side of the results
page. In Tag Clouds students can see related subjects relevant to their search.  These can show what terms and subjects are much
more prevalent in the college’s collection and can provide additional options and direct links to related materials and resources
that are relevant to the user. 

What’s more, items in the collection can be “tagged” to direct students to materials relevant to particular courses. By creating
a Course Tag, students, faculty and library staff can tag resources relating to themes covered in the class. For example, an instructor
can mark some materials with Course Tag “ENGL 1301,” and when a search is done for ENGL 1301, part of the results could then
include not only a copy of the course textbook available in our Textbook Reserve Collection, but also to the DVD of “Hamlet” in
our Main Collection, as well as “Shakespeare for Students,” a reference title available in our Reference section. 

We’re very excited to unveil our new library catalog for the new school year. 
NOTE: Our Previous Catalog will still be active as a secondary resource, labeled “Classic Catalog.” 

From the Office of the Vice President of Instruction  

Library Catalog’s Has a Brand New Groove: Introducing Encore
By John Flores, librarian, Learning Resource Center

It’s likely you
have never seen his
face, but you have
certainly seen his
work at work.

Travis Haapala,
web developer and
programmer II, was
mentioned in a
“Thank You Note”
received for this edition for his work in
building the system for online registration
for volunteers  for fall registration.  The
new system he built is just the latest online
form that has made a big process simpler.

The online registration for conference
day, for 30 Days of Service, and for
registration volunteers as well as a number
of online surveys, has kept Travis
programming  behind the scenes. That’s
how he likes it.   

To share in the “Thank You” Travis
was sent, as well as the notes of thanks and
gratitude to other colleagues, read the
online edition of the Courtyard Chatter.  

Thank You Notes 

Lunar Landing Commemorated at College




